	Instructions for Loading the Steriliser


	Step 1
	Load items into the steriliser following these points:

· allow enough space between each item to allow air removal, 
steam penetration and drying to occur

· do not crush items together

· do not allow items to touch the floor, top or walls of the 
chamber

· follow the pattern of loading described in the practice 
validation protocol when doing a full load.

	Step 2
	Fill the chamber with or ensure reservoir has sufficient deionised/demineralised water as per the manufacturer’s instructions.

	Step 3
	Turn on electricity, ensure printer is “on” and has sufficient paper.

	Step 4
	Monitor the sterilisation process by one of the following:

· automatic printout or computerised data logger download 
(records at a minimum of 60 second intervals)

· use of a class 4, 5 or 6 chemical indicator with every cycle

· manually record time and temperature throughout the cycle at 
least every 30 seconds.

	Step 5
	Close and secure chamber door as per manufacturer’s instructions.

	Step 6
	Press “Start” button or relevant button to commence the cycle as per manufacturer’s instructions.


Sterilisation cycle parameters

The steriliser settings used at our practice are based on the manufacturer recommendations and Instructions for use, and the results of the validation of the sterilisation process.

All staff operating the steriliser are conversant with the sterilisation cycle parameters required to yield sterile items at our practice and the settings/ operation of our steriliser required to achieve this.

	Parameter
	Confirmed Parameter Setting   for Routine Wrapped  load 

	Temperature

	134oC 

	Total Processing Time:

(TPT=PT+H)
	

	Pressure
	

	Drying  Cycle

	activated
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