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In Brief...

Due to popular demand The Ultimate

Layout is back again.

This time we are looking closely at the

sterilisation process. The Ultimate Layout

has been suggested to help you achieve your

own dream layout.  Maybe you could

incorporate ideas from our Ultimate Layout

that suits your unique situation? We

recommend striving for the best-case

scenario within your practice because we

realise that not every practice is the same.

In our Ultimate Layout the sterilisation

process occurs in a room connected to the

treatment room - the Sterilisation room.

While this cannot always be achieved in

every practice, it is the Ultimate.

Dirty to Clean Cycle

A large part of the sterilisation process is the

proper use of a dirty to clean cycle.  The

model of working from dirty to clean is crucial

to the overall effectiveness of your

sterilisation process and is the central key to

The Ultimate Layout.

Correct use of Sinks

Another key to the sterilisation process is the

correct use of sinks.  In the Ultimate Layout

the Sterilisation room has three sinks: the

hand washing sink, the dirty sink, and the

clean sink.  Remember how you use them is

crucial to the sterilisation process.

Correct use of the Steriliser

The Steriliser is another key component of

the sterilisation process.  There should be

proper processes in place to monitor your

steriliser.  These include a daily log and an

operational manual for the steriliser which

should be kept in close proximity to the

steriliser.

Need more information

For further information relating to the

sterilisation process please refer to QBay on

the new and improved www.qip.com.au
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The Treatment room is the

area of the practice where

procedures are undertaken.

In our next edition of

Quality News we will

explore the ultimate Treat-

ment room, including:

THE STERILISATION ROOM
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(Part 1 of the treatment room)

CLEANDIRTY

The hand washing sink ideally

should be physically separate from

the other two sinks and should be

clearly marked as ‘Handwashing’

sink.

CLEAN SINK

The Dirty sink should be

situated adjacent to the clean

sink. It is important that it is

clearly labelled as the ‘Dirty’

sink.

The Clean sink should be

situated adjacent to the Dirty

sink. It is important that it is

clearly labelled as the ‘Clean’

sink.

It is recommended that there is

adequate storage for ‘sterilised’

instruments.  Sterilised instruments

should be kept in a dust and vermon

free environment (eg. sealed plastic

containers, wall cupboards etc.)

The Ultrasonic cleaner is not

required in the Standards

however many practices opt to

use one.

A drying area is positioned

next to the clean sink.

It is important that there is a

facility for the safe disposal of

contaminated waste.  This facility

must be  a leak proof container

with a lid, must be kept in a safe

place and display a biohazard

symbol.

It is important that there

is a separate facility for

the disposal of sharps.

The sharps container

must be out of the reach

of children.  It is

therefore recommended

that the sharps

container is safely

attached on a bracket

to the wall.

A packaging area is

recommended in this

position.

The Steriliser should be

placed in this position.

It is important that a

daily log and an

operational manual are

kept for the steriliser

which should be kept in

close proximity to the

machine.

An area for clean and

packaged instruments

awaiting sterilisation is

recommended in this

position.

A cooling area for instruments

awaiting storage is recom-

mended in this position.

The vaccine refrigerator can

be located in the sterilisation

room and must have a min/

max thermometer attached.

It is recommended that the

sterilisation room has durable

flooring that is easy to clean.
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WEB Runners > In the bag > Get up-to-date info on what should be in every doctor's bag with our QbAY information sheets under the heading
Consultation Room. www.agpal.com.au


