
Building accurate Histories and Summaries and recording visits in Progress Notes 
 

 
 
 

Reason for Prescription 
Use when prescribing – this allows you to build 
up your history list and add to the Reason/Type 

list in the previous visits of Progress Notes 

Reason for visit 
Use when in Progress Notes - the item is added 
to the Reason/Type of visit list in the previous 

visits of Progress Notes 

New History item 
Use when in Past History to record 

retrospective items that are added to the 
history list in chronological order 

Summary 
Tick the summary box for “major” history items – they 
will then be listed in Summaries and in referral letters 

to specialists – a Yes appears in the Summary 
column of the Past History items 

Save in PMH 
This will add the item to the history list in Past 

History 
Save as reason for visit 

Add the item to the Reason/Type of visit list in the 
previous visits of Progress Notes  
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Why record Reason for visit, reason for prescription 
Filling out the Reason for prescription, (or the Reason for visit in Progress Notes) allows for a 
patient history and accurate summaries to be steadily built up. This is an example of good record 
keeping. It also directly impacts on your ability to use some of the other powerful features of 
Medical Director. Once your history summaries are up to date it makes electronic referrals, Care 
Plan and other templates much quicker to use as these types of templates gather the data directly 
from the database. You don’t have to type in much of the information.  
 
When you use the Search database feature, such as creating a list of all your diabetics or asthma 
patients, this is much more accurately achieved if the information is entered accurately in the first 
place. If this is not done it is known as Rubbish In, Rubbish Out (RIRO). 
 

Why choose from a picklist 
The pick list of DOCLE terms covers a broad range of terms used in general practice. The picklist 
is coded, meaning that you can use the search database function more efficiently. Free-type 
entries (uncoded) can still be used but limit the ability to cross reference and search, e.g. 
 

Drug-disease interactions need a disease to operate. Free text entries may not be 
recognised for interaction checking. 

 
Using consistent terms allows for better searching and summarizing of the patient 
database 

 
Choosing from a list means less typing (and more accurate). 

Save in the PMH – this 
will be saved in Past 
History as part of the 
Patient’s medical history. 

 

Save as reason for visit
– this indicates the primary 
reason for a visit and will 
be recorded as the reason 
for visit in your Progress 
Notes 
Summary – this reason 
will appear on printed 
summaries and referral 
letters. You would check 
the summary box for major
history items. 
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